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Pink Heals
The nationwide tour of Pink Heals visited the Frederick County Fire & Rescue Museum and the National Fire
Heritage Center on July 6 and 7. Pink Heals is an organization that promotes the appreciation of women and
provides support for women who are experiencing catastrophic illness. There are many local chapters of Pink
Heals, each with one or more Pepto‐Bismol‐pink engines. The nationwide tour starts and ends in Phoenix, AZ,
visiting about 150 cities and towns along the way. The purpose of the tour is to encourage the formation of
more local chapters. When it visited Emmitsburg, the tour consisted of an engine and a rear‐mount ladder
truck, a support bus, and a command vehicle, each with a driver who is or was a firefighter.
While in Emmitsburg, the tour visited several local women who are dealing with illness; it also visited the
carnivals in Winfield and Thurmont, selling T‐shirts and spreading the word about Pink Heals. Thanks to
extensive local publicity by Wayne Powell, many people came to the museum to see the vehicles and meet the
drivers, including Pink Heals founder Dave Graybill. Three of the drivers were each spending a couple of
weeks on the tour, and would be relieved by other volunteers along the way, but Dave Graybill will do the
entire tour. The crew stayed at Vigilant Hose Co. No. 6 while they were in Emmitsburg
It was an honor to have the Pink Heals caravan visit Emmitsburg, and we hope they will include us in their
itinerary again soon.

Two of the Pink Heals rigs parked in front of the museum.
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Sprinkler System
Thanks to the efforts of Ken Geiser, Shane Ray, Vickie Pritchett, Jim Dalton, and
others, the Frederick County Fire & Rescue Museum soon will receive a state‐
of‐the‐art sprinkler system, installed at no cost to the museum by member
companies of the Capitol Area Fire Sprinkler Association. The association
decided, at its board meeting held at the museum on April 21, that the
collections of the museum and the National Fire Heritage Center needed to be
protected by a fire sprinkler system, and that the association would provide a
system as a public service project. After some preliminary work done among its
members, the association held a kickoff meeting with representatives of the
museum, the NFHC, and Frederick County on August 5, and design work
should begin in earnest very shortly.
In addition to protecting the building, the system will serve as a teaching
tool. It will use a variety of sprinklers, both in function and in manufacturer, to
show what is available. Rather than being packed tightly together to save space,
the various valves, gauges, etc., (commonly known as the riser) will be spread
out on a wall and labelled, again so museum visitors can learn how a sprinkler
system works. And outside, on the south side of the building, we will have our
very own PIV and FDC.
Since the museum and NFHC have been open, visitors have looked at our
collection of sprinklers, have listened to us talk about the value of sprinkler
systems, especially in residential applications, then have looked at the ceiling
and raised their eyebrows. Now we will be able to practice what we preach,
thanks to the Capitol Area Fire Sprinkler Association.

Water/Sewer Bill Relief
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Since the Fire Museum opened, we have paid the Town of Emmitsburg the
minimum billing for water and sewer, currently $250 per quarter, even though
the amount we actually use is far less than that. At the Emmitsburg Town
Council meeting on January 5, the Council voted to grant the Fire Museum up
to $1,200 per year in relief from water/sewer charges. This means that from now
on, our water/sewer bill will arrive marked “PAID.” President Jim Ridgely and
Frank Schmersal (representing the NFHC) attended the council meeting and
explained how the relief would help the two organizations significantly.
Our thanks to the Emmitsburg Town Council for giving us this relief, and
also for the kind words they said about our value to Emmitsburg in bringing
visitors into the town. Thanks also to Paul Stull, our treasurer, for initiating the
dialog with the town
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Museum
Leadership

Emmitsburg Visitor Information Kiosk
In October the Town of Emmitsburg
installed two visitor information
kiosks, one on the town square and
one at the Visitor Center on Route
15. Each kiosk has three panels,
roughly 30 x 40 inches, filled with
information about the town. Two of
the panels are permanent, but the
third panel is behind glass and can
be changed easily.

President: Jim Ridgley
Secretary: OPEN
Treasurer: Paul Stull
Directors:
Brenda Harrison
Doug Harrison
Chip Jewell
“Doc” Kinney
John Maly
Wayne Powell
Frank Schmersal

The Frederick County Fire
& Rescue Museum is
located at 300B South
Seton Avenue (Business
Route 15) in Emmitsburg,
Maryland.
Hours are 12:00 Noon
to 4:00 PM, Saturdays and
Sundays, April through
October.
To arrange a special
tour for a group, please
contact Jim Ridgley at
301‐662‐6557 or by e‐mail
at n3hta@aol.com.

For October and November, the
Fire Museum and National Fire
Heritage Center were asked to
provide the third panel for the kiosk
on the square. Using the theme
“Firetown U.S.A.,” Wayne Powell
and Frank Schmersal designed a
panel with photos, information, and
logos for the National Fire
Academy, the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation, the Fire Museum, the
NFHC, and Vigilant Hose Co. No. 6. To provide a cohesive look, the panel
followed the same design style as the other two panels on the kiosk.
The Firetown U.S.A. panel was installed just before Fallen Firefighters
Weekend, and remained up through November. It was on display at the
museum in December, and now has been installed in the kiosk at the Visitor
Center. It’s been so popular that we now have a copy of the panel permanently
on display in the museum.

Coming Events
Sept. 10
Oct. 2
Oct. 3
Oct. 4
Oct. 8
Oct. 11
Nov. 12
Dec. 10
Dec. 12

Museum Committee meeting at Co. 2, Frederick, 7:00 PM
NFHC annual meeting at E’burg Community Center, 9:00 AM
Fallen Firefighters Weekend (Museum open 11:00 AM to 6:00 PM)
Fallen Firefighters Weekend (Museum open 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM)
Fallen Firefighters Weekend (Museum open Noon to 6:00 PM)
Museum Committee meeting at Co. 2, Frederick, 7:00 PM
York Fire Muster, York PA, 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Museum Committee meeting at Co. 2, Frederick, 7:00 PM
Museum Committee meeting at Co. 2, Frederick, 7:00 PM
Museums by Candlelight (Museum open Noon to 4:00 PM)

(Note that the Museum Committee normally meets on the second Thursday
of the month, except during the summer months.)
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Here ’n’ There

Recent Activities

“Doc” Kinney stopped in
recently to bring us a dry
chemical extinguisher that
looks and works a lot like
a Flit gun (for those of you
old enough to remember
Flit guns!) It has a
reservoir for dry powder
chemicals and a handle
like a tire pump; a few
strokes of the handle
spreads the chemicals
where they are needed,
without any worries
about lost pressure or
other problems. . . .
John Maly, Wayne and
Brenda Powell, and Frank
Schmersal have joined
forces to maintain the
grounds around the
building this summer.
They have planted
flowers, trimmed shrubs,
weeded, and mowed the
grass, so the place looks
pretty good. . . . . One
of the outside lights failed
quite grandly early in the
summer, frying its circuit
board and demonstrating
that the circuit breaker
still works. Wayne Powell
replaced that light and the
one on the front of the
building, and replaced a
bunch of bulbs outside as
well, so we now have a
full set of working outside
lights and an understand‐
ing of how the night‐light
circuit works as well!
(continued on next page)

The Fire Museum was busy during Fallen Firefighters Weekend last October,
with plenty of visitors on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. At one point we even
had Brian Geraci, the Maryland State Fire Marshal, out in South Seton Avenue
directing traffic for us! John
Hollinger of Emmitsburg
was kind enough to bring
his 1945 Ford/American
pumper, ex‐Vigilant Hose
Co., to fill the south bay; we
think it’s the first time the
1930 and 1945 Fords have
been housed together in 63
years, since the 1930 was
sold by Vigilant Hose Co. to
the Rocky Ridge Volunteer
Fire Co. in 1951.
Museums by Candlelight, on December 13, was a bit quieter, although we
filled several large bags with toys for the Marine Corps Reserve Toys For Tots
program. We had a visit from the newly‐restored 1955 Ford/American pumper
from New Market District VFC, which attracted attention and visitors all
afternoon (especially after it was decorated with a Christmas wreath!) We also
were visited by Miss
Frederick County Fire
Prevention and by the
chief of the North Pole
Fire Dept, old St. Nick
himself.
At the December
Museum Committee
meeting, which was held
at the museum on
December 13, Wayne
Powell gave an overview
of the purpose and operation of the National Fire Heritage Center, so that
museum docents would be able to explain it to visitors. If anyone missed that,
and would like to be brought up to speed on the NFHC, please contact either
Wayne or Frank Schmersal.
On May 1 a dedication ceremony was held for a NASCAR deck lid and
related graphics, donated by Shell Pipeline Corporation and currently mounted
on the south wall of the apparatus bay. The deck lid is from the NASCAR #22
car, and is decorated in honor of the 20th Anniversary of the Volunteer and
Combination Officers Section of the International Association of Fire Chiefs. It
ran at Martinsville, VA, on October 14 last year. Representatives of Shell
Pipleline (sponsor of the #22 car) and VCOS met at the museum to dedicate the
display.
(continued on page X)
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Here ’n’ There

Rig from the Past

(continued)
We hear via the grapevine
that repairs to Engine 32,
United’s 1939 Ahrens‐Fox
pumper, are nearly
complete. We ran into
Parker Browne at the
SPAAMFAA muster near
Syracuse and he claims to
have ridden on Engine 32
in the last couple of
weeks. We are hopeful
she will be back in the
museum soon. . . . . The
HVAC system in the back
room works much better
now, since Wayne Powell
and Frank Schmersal
reconnected four ducts
that had been closed off
by the ambulance
company years ago. . . .
The Museum Committee
is once again in need of a
secretary. If interested,
please see Jim Ridgley.

Braddock Heights Volunteer Fire Company’s 1948 Ford pumper was one of
about 34 rigs built by the F.L. Anderson Company of Baltimore between 1939
and 1965. Delivered in 1949, it had a 500 gpm Darley pump. Initially it ran out
of the Braddock Heights station, but later was moved to the Jefferson
substation, and at some point was converted to a brush truck. It is shown here
in its delivery photograph, taken from Charlie Underwood’s excellent book,
Anderson‐Baltimore Fire Apparatus.
F.L. Anderson was incorporated as the G.A. Anderson Manufacturing Co.
in Baltimore around 1910; it became the F.L. Anderson Company in 1936. In
addition to complete apparatus, it sold a full line of fire department supplies,
everything from badges to nozzles to lights and sirens. At various times the
Anderson companies were representatives for Peter Pirsch and Maxim
apparatus as well. Anderson was located at Bush and Russell streets in
Baltimore for nearly 100 years.
The F.L. Anderson Company merged with Safeware, Inc., of Lanham in
2013, and operates under the Safeware name today.
In the next issue: an early rig from Rocky Ridge Vol. Fire Co. No. 13.
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Recent Activities (continued)
The museum served as a rest station for the Pleasant Valley Fire Dept. 100‐
mile bicycle tour on July 26; this was the second year that we have supported
this fundraising event. Several hundred cyclists (we lost count!) stopped for
water, snacks, etc., at the museum, which was Mile 70 on their tour.

Angle
Editor’s

Sometimes we get a little carried away and make rash statements based on
insufficient data. Case in point: Walkersville’s 1954 Chevrolet, featured as
the Rig From the Past in the last issue. Just because it had a Barton
American front‐mounted pump doesn’t necessarily mean it was built by
American Fire Apparatus. In fact, it was another product of F.L. Anderson
Company in Baltimore, just like the Braddock Heights Ford. While looking for a
photo of the Braddock Heights rig, we found Walkersville’s Chevy on the front
cover of Charlie Under‐
wood’s book! Here’s another
picture of it from Charlie’s
book, almost ready for
delivery, in the Anderson
shop.
In addition to building
fire apparatus, the F.L.
Anderson Company
manufactured equipment,
including nozzles of its own
design and the Meushaw
valve, an early “water thief”
hydrant attachment carried
by many Baltimore‐area
apparatus. Among the items
we brought back from Georgia for the NFHC was a model of a Baltimore FD
Mack Bulldog pumper, complete with a tiny Meushaw valve on the back step!
For those who have been wondering why there hasn’t been an issue of The
Back Step for so long, there is no one to blame but your Fearless Editor. It’s
been a busy few months, what with the SPAAMFAA convention in Timonium,
musters, NFHC activities, etc., and somehow the newsletter kept getting
pushed back. Hopefully we’re back on track now, and will try for an issue
every three months as before.
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From the NFHC . . .
NFHC Executive Director Wayne Powell and your Fearless Editor (in his role as
NFHC archivist) took a field trip to southeastern Georgia in mid‐November.
Our purpose was to select items from the Woodbine International Fire Museum
to add to the collection of the NFHC. The museum was the project of the late
Assistant Chief “Windy” Briese, whom some of our members met when he
visited Emmitsburg in June last year. Unfortunately Windy passed away on
July 5 of 2014, and it was his wish that part of his collection be preserved at the
NFHC.
Windy’s museum was truly amazing, with thousands of items packed into
half of what had been a three‐bay service station. Some items were relatively
new, some were very old, but if it related to the fire services, the chances are it
was in there somewhere! From Disney figurines to fire hydrants, Windy had
accumulated a fabulous collection over the years; it took us over two hours just
to get a feel for what was there.
Since the primary purpose of the NFHC is to preserve the printed history of
the fire disciplines, we concentrated on two‐dimensional materials. In Windy’s
home, next door to the museum, we found seven cartons’ worth of books that
we did not already have in the archive. In the museum we found fire‐related
postcards, sheet music, advertisements, first‐day covers for fire‐related postage
stamps, and other paper objects. All of these fit the mission of the NFHC, and
fill gaps in the archive.
We brought back some three‐dimensional objects as well, including eight
helmets, two leather buckets, and two Dietz kerosene lanterns of different ages.
We found bed keys and the bolts on which they would have been used. We
brought back six models out of the probably 300 in the museum; two old cast‐
iron toys; and two nozzles out of a collection of probably 150: a Bresnan cellar
distributor, and a tip for the big deluge set that we trip over almost daily. And
we brought back assorted other objects to add character to the NFHC archive.
Although most of the materials we brought back will go in storage for now,
we’ve mounted a temporary exhibit showing the breadth of the Briese
collection. We are grateful to Windy and his family for giving us the
opportunity to add items from his museum to the NFHC archive, and to the
people of Woodbine for making us feel so welcome while we were there.
In addition to the items from the Briese collection, some of the recent
arrivals at the NFHC include: 65 cartons of printed material and some furniture
from Dr. Harry Hickey; 19 cartons from the library of the late Dr. John L. Bryan
(both of these gentlemen taught at the University of Maryland); 15 cartons of
fire department histories from the family of Ed Bosanko; a McKay SCBA from
John McNeece; and five framed magazine covers, three of them signed by the
artist, from Daniel B.C. “Boone” Gardiner. There have been lots of other
donations as well – it’s been a busy time at the National Fire Heritage Center!
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